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January 9, 2004

Stanley M. Martinson, Chief
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Quality '
P.O.Box 100
Sacramento, CA 95812-0100

Re: Nevada Irrigation District Request for Administrative Extension
of Statewide General Permit No. CAG 9900 03, Aquatic Pesticides General Permit

Dear Mr. Martinson®

Nevada Irrigation District (“NID” or “the District”) requests that General Permit No,
CAG 990003, Aquatic Pesticides General Permit; issued to NID on September 10, 2001, be
administratively extended beyond its current expiration date of January 31, 2004, This request is
made pursuant to Title 23 California Code of Regulations Section 2235.4 “Continuation of
Expired Permits” which provides that “the terms and conditions of an expired permit are

automatically continued pending issuance of a new permit if all requirements of the federal
NPDES regulations on continuation of expired permits are complied with.” '

We understand that the State Water Resources Control Board is working on the
development of a new statewide general permit for the application of aquatic pesticides. In the
event that the State Water Resources Control Board is prepared to seek from districts such as
NID notice of intent to comply with the terms of the new statewide permit, then NID, by this
letter, gives such notice of intent.

_ Water quality standards for receiving waters that may be affected by the application of
aquatic pesticides are generally established by the California Toxics Rule (CTR). NID believes
- that its Mitigation Monitoring Plan, Monitoring and Reporting Plan, and Quality Assurance
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Project Plan, which outline the District’s aquatic pesticide application and monitoring protocol,
will result in NID meeting water quality standards for receiving waters; however, in the unlikely
event that a water quality ex. nce does occur, NID requests a categorical exception to the
CTR pursuant to the Surface/Inland Waters Plan (SIP) based upon the analysis in the attached
Initial Study and Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration. The District has

- scheduled a public hearing on its Aquatic Weed Management Program on January 28, 2004. The
newspaper notice of this hearing is also attached. We believe that the NID board of directors wiil
likely approve and adopt the Mitigated Negative Declaration on January 28" and the District’s
Notice of Determination will be immediately transmitted to your office.

Additional documents that support the District’s application for a categorical exception to
the SIP are included in the Initial Study and Notice of Intent document. They include the
District’s: (1) Mitigation Moritoring Plan for the Aquatic Weed Management Program; (2)
Aquatic Herbicide Monitoring and Reporting Plan, dated January 17, 2002; and, (3) Quality
Assurance Project Plan for the Aquatic Herbicide Monitoring and Reporting Plan, dated January
17,2002, -

Please let me know if you agree that NID has fully complied with the application
rquirements for a new aquatic pesticides general permit, including a request for a categorical
exception. ' '

Very truly yours,

MINASIAN, SPRUANCE, BABER,
MEITH, SOARES & SEXTON, LLP.

By: _
MICHAEL V/SEXTON
MVS:aw
Encls. Initial Study and Notice of Intent to Mitigation Monitoring Plan
Adopt a Mitigated Negative Monitoring and Reporting Plan

Declaration Quality Assurance Project Plan

¢c:  Ron Nelson and Robin Lantz, Nevada Irmigation District
~ Elizabeth Miller Jennings, Counsel, SWRCB
Emily Alejandro, Region 5 Water Quality Control Board
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Yuba, Placer and Nevada Counties. Consequently, attached for your files is a Notice of
Determination filed in Yuba County January 28, 2004; Notice of Determination filed in Placer
County January 28, 2004; and Notice of Determination filed in Nevada County on January 28,
2004. Additionally, please find enclosed the California Department of Fish & Game Certificate
of Fee Exemption (de minimus impact finding) filed with the Board J anuary 28, 2004, and the
NID Aquatic Weed Management Program Mitigation Monitoring Plan adopted by the Board
January 28, 2004.

_ Based upon the foregoing, NID believes that it has fully complied with the application
requirements for new aquatic pesticide general permit including a request for a categorical
exception to the CTR pursuant to the Surface Inland Waters Plan. Please let us know you concur
and that you have administratively extended General Permit No. CAG 9900 03 until the State’s

- new NPDES statewide permit for application of aquatic pesticides is issued.

Following the public hearing at NID January 28, 2004, the Board confirmed that the
District will comply with and adhere to the mitigation measures listed on Exhibit “H” attached to
the CEQA Initial Study and Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration dated.
December 10, 2003, along with the Mitigation Monitoring Plan adopted by the Board following
the public hearing. - _

Very truly yours,

MINASIAN, SPRUANCE, BABER,
MEITH, SOARES & SEXTON, LLP.
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MICHAEL V. SEXTON

MVS:aw
Enclosures:
Notice of Determination filed in Yuba County
Notice of Determination filed in Placer County
Notice of Determination filed in Nevada County
California Department of Fish & Game Certificate of Fee Exemption
NID Aquatic Weed Management Program Mitigation Monitoring Plan

-cc: Ron Nelson and Robin Lantz, Nevada Irrigation District (without enclosures)
wElizabeth Miller Jennings, Counsel, SWRCB {with enclosutes)
Emily Alejandro, Region 5 Water Quality Control Board (with enclosures)
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